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Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Request for Continued Examination 
P ursuant to 37 C.F.R. §i.ii4(Aui) 

sir: 

Further to applicants' Request that the Office withdraw the 
above-identified application from issue under the provisions of 37 
C.F.R. §1. 313(b), and pending that the respective Request of even 
date with this paper is granted, it is respectfully requested that 
the following amendment and the attached be entered and considered 
for further prosecution of the application: 

In the Claims: 



Amend the claims to read as set forth in Appendix I attached to 
this paper. Claims 17, 18, 20 to 23, 28 to 31 and 34 to 46 are in 
the form in which they were allowed (Notice of Allowance dated September 
13, 2000). New Claims 47 to 52 have been added. 
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Remarks 



Claims 17, 18, 20 to 23, 28 to 31 and 34 to 49 as set forth in 
Appendix I of this paper are now pending in this case. New Claims 4 7 
to 52 have been added. 

New Claims 47 to 49 are essentially copies of Claims 1 to 3 of 
Adachi et al. (US-A 6,147,031, copy enclosed with Supplemental Information 
Disclosure statement) , with the difference that applicants' have adopted 
the denotation of radicals as set forth in their formula (I), and 
with the further difference that subject matter which is not within 
the realm of the subject matter of Claims 28, 21, and 18, of the 
application has been omitted. 

Similarly, new Claims 50 to 52 are copies of Claims 1 to 3 of 
Adachi et al. wherein applicants' have adopted the denotation of rad- 
icals as set forth in their formula (I). The subject matter of Claims 
50 to 52 is inter alia supported by applicants' original Claims 1, 18 
and 21. No new matter has been added. Favorable action is solicited. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the 
filing of this paper, including Extension of Time fees to Deposit 
Account No. 11.0345. Please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account . 



Respectfully submitted, 

KEIL & Weinkauf 




Herbert B. Keil 



Reg. No. 18,967 



1101 Connecticut Ave, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 659-0100 
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Appendix 



I: 



The Active Claims: 

17. (trice amended) A process for the preparation of the 3-heterocy- 
clyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I defined in 
claim 28, which comprises acylating a pyrazole of the formula II 



with an activated carboxylic acid Ilia or with a carboxylic acid 
Hip" 



where L 1 is a nucleophilically displaceable leaving group and 
subjecting the acylation product to a rearrangement reaction to 
give the compound I . 

18. (four times amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid com- 
pound of the formula III, 



where 

R 19 is hydroxyl or a radical which can be removed by hydrolysis, 
R 1 is Ci-C2-alkyl, methoxy or methylsulf onyl; 

R 2 is nitro, halogen, Cx-Ce-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -haloalkyl , Ci-C 6 -alkyl- 
thio, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf inyl, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf onyl or Ci-C 6 -ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl; 

R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

R 4 is hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen; 

X is 0; 
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Y is CR 13 R 14 ; 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 
carbonyl, Ci-C4-haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 

R 7 is hydrogen or Ci-C4-alkyl ; 

R 8 is Ci-C4-alkyl. 

20. (trice amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid com- 
pound of the formula III defined in claim 18, where R 19 is halo- 
gen, hydroxyl or Ci-C6-alkoxy . 

21. (trice amended) A composition comprising a herbicidally active 
amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl com- 
pound of the formula I or of the agriculturally useful salt of I 
defined in claim 28, and auxiliaries conventionally used for the 
formulation of crop protection products. 

22. {twice amended) A process for the preparation of the composition 
defined in claim 21, which comprises mixing a herbicidally active 
amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl com- 
pound of the formula I or of the agriculturally useful salt of I 
and auxiliaries conventionally used for the formulation of crop 
protection products. 

23. (trice amended) A method of controlling undesirable vegetation, 
which comprises allowing a herbicidally active amount of at least 
one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
or of the agriculturally useful salt of I defined in claim 28 to 
act on plants, their environment and/or on seeds. 

28. (twice amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of 
the formula I 



wherein 
X is O; 

R 1 is Ci-C2-alkyl, methoxy or methylsulf onyl ; 

R 2 is nitro, halogen, Ci-C6-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -haloalkyl , Ci-C 6 -alkyl- 
thio, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf inyl, Ci-C6-alkylsulf onyl or Ci-Cg-ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl ; 
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R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or Ci-Cg-alkyl ; 

R 4 is hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 
carbonyl, Ci-C 4 -haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 

R 7 is hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl ; 

R 8 is Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

R 15 is a pyrazole of the formula II which is linked in the 
4-position 




II 



R16 

wherein 

R 16 is Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

Z is H; and 

R 18 is hydrogen or methyl. 

29. {amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

30 . 4- [ 2-Methyl-3- ( 4 , 5-dihydroisoxazol-3-yl ) -4-methylsulf onylben- 
zoyl]-l-methyl-5-hydroxy-lH-pyrazole . 

31. (amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is ethyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

34. (amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is methyl. 

35. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

36. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

37. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl. 
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38. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulfonyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is ethyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

39. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulfonyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is methyl. 

40. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

41. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

42. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 40, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

43. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

44. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

45. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 43, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

46. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 45, wherein R 2 is methylsulfonyl and R 3 
is hydrogen. 

47. (new) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the for- 
mula I defined in claim 28, wherein 

X is O; 

R 1 is Ci-C2-alkyl; 

R 2 is Ci-C6-alkylthio or Ci-C6-alkylsulf onyl ; 
R 3 is hydrogen; 
Y is CR 13 R 14 ; and 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen or Ci-Cj-alkyl. 

48. (new) The composition defined in claim 21, comprising a herbici- 
dally active amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted 
benzoyl compound of the formula I or of the agriculturally useful 
salt of I, wherein 

X is 0; 
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R 1 is Ci-C 2 -alkyl; 

R 2 is Ci-C6-alkylthio or Ci-C6-alkylsulf onyl ; 
R 3 is hydrogen; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; and 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl. 

49. (new) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the 
formula III defined in claim 18, wherein 

X is 0; 

R 1 is Ci-C 2 -alkyl; 

R 2 is Ci-C6-alkylthio or Ci-C6-alkylsulf onyl; 
R 3 is hydrogen; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; and 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen or Ci-C4-alkyl. 

50. (new) A compound represented by formula I 



R 1 is Ci-C6-alkyl; 

R 2 is Ci-C6-alkylthio or Ci-C6-alkylsulf onyl; 

R 3 is hydrogen; 

R 4 and R 5 are hydrogen or Ci-Cj-alkyl; 

X is CR 10 R 11 , wherein R 10 and R 11 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

Y is oxygen, and 

R 15 is a pyrazole of formula II 




wherein 




II 



R 16 



Z 



which is linked in the 4-position, wherein 
is Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

is hydrogen or SO2R 17 , wherein 
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R 17 is phenyl or phenyl which is partially or fully haloge- 
nated and/or has attached to it one to three of the fol- 



lowing groups: Ci-C4-alkyl and Cx-C4-alkoxy ; 
R 18 is hydrogen or Ci-C6-alkyl. 

51. (new) A herbicide characterized by containing one or more com- 
pounds represented by formula I 



R 1 is Ci-C6-alkyl; 

R 2 is Ci-C 6 -alkylthio or Ci-Cg-alkylsulf onyl ; 

R 3 is hydrogen; 

R 4 and R 5 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

X is CR 10 R 11 , wherein R 10 and R 11 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

Y is oxygen, and 

R 15 is a pyrazole of formula II 



which is linked in the 4-position, wherein 
R 16 is Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 
Z is hydrogen or S0 2 R 17 , wherein 

R 17 is phenyl or phenyl which is partially or fully haloge- 



nated and/or has attached to it one to three of the fol- 
lowing groups: Ci-C 4 -alkyl and Ci-C 4 -alkoxy ; 




wherein 




II 



R16 



R 18 is hydrogen or Ci-Cg-alkyl, 
as active ingredients. 
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52. (new) A compound represented by formula III 

O R1 X R4 

R3 

wherein 

R 19 is hydroxyl or Ci-C6-alkoxy ; 
R 1 is Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

R 2 is C!-C6-alkylthio or Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf onyl; 
R 3 is hydrogen; 

R 4 and R 5 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

X is CR 10 R n , wherein R 10 and R 11 are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 
and 

Y is oxygen. 
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